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An Anſwer 10 4 LETTER Wrinen hy Member 
arliament in the Countrey, upon the occaſion of bis 

"rec of the Gazette: of the 1 ich of Proms. 
ber, 1679. 1075 oh ED 


814. 


= Received in ** I 1 as engaged inch 238 dſl, ahh ail 
excuſe 1 that I have not r ma no 
better now: - You deſire me to let you know 9 8 hich, 2 — 
Lord Chancellor acquainted my Lord Mayor and his delten. -what- 


my thoughts are upon it: and that] may obey you in both, Iwill irit. Tran+ 


ſcribe that Caſe, as it is portal N Er ob W 1 ur into 
Ei N the Caſe in Ao 


rr 


PAs | 
Admiral, the Earls of amor are 5 > 97h 1 925 North 
Zonch, Burghle and Knowles, the Chancellor of the D th 
725 the Bi ee W hief uſtice, Cs, iſt 
on, Gaway, VV: Fenner, X 7% , Savel, D 

s n aſſembled in FR Star. S where the I. | 
5 e by him concerning Juſtices of eace, and his 


Aſſize, and a diſcourſe c Papiſts and Puritans, Declaring he 

diſturbers of the State, and that the Rin intending to lppreſs the . 
Laws put in Execution 2 ed of the Juſtice el s in 
three things: 2 D of Puritan- aer, by: 1 


Commilſioners,, for refuſin * abode themſelves to the Cere 0: bythe yt 
laſt Canons, was Lawful 7 Whereto all the Juſtices anſwered, Fat er e 
thereof before, and held it to be Lawful, becauſe the King hath, the 15 Eccleſia- 
Kical power, which he hath delegated to the Commiſſio Ieh wer they had the 
power of Deprivation by the Canon-Law of the dea. And the W of 1 Elix. 
which appoints Commiſſioners to be made by, the e a not confer any. new 
power, but explain and declare the ancient power. , Abd therefore they held it clear, 
That the Kin without Parliament night make Orders and Con "px af Sun . 
ment ig the the Derg. and might deprive them if they obeyed net, And ſo i ieners 
But they could not make any Conſtitutions 5 the King; 
And 1 diyulging of ſuch Qrdinances by Proclamation is a moſt 5 Admonition; 
And for as much as they have refuſed to obey, they are Lawfull ow irs eprived by the Com- 
miſſioners ex Officio, without Libel Ex ore tenus convocati, ther a Pro- 
hibition be grantable againſt the Commiiſioners upon the Peony o* 2 H. 3. if they 
do not deliver the Copy of the Libel to the party; Whereto they all anſwered, That 
that Statute is intended where the Eccleſiaſtical Judg proceeds ex Offcis & ore tenus, 
Thirdly, Whether it were an offence puniſhable, and what puniſhmen t they deſerved, 
who framed Petitions, and collected a multitude of hands thereto, to 75 to the King 
in a publick cauſe, as the Puritans had done, with an Intimation to the King, That if he 


denied their ſute, many thquſands of his Subjects would Be diſcontent Whereto 


all the Juſtices anſwered, That it was an offence finable at diſeretion, and very near 


to Treaſon and Felony in ' tbe ur. Lon they tended to the raiſing of Sedition, 21 
bellion, and diſcontent among the people: To which Reſolution all the A * agreed 
And then many of the [arts ecu, at ſome of the Puritans had raiſed Ru- 


mor of the King. how he intended to 11 a toleration to Papiſts: Which . 5 the 
Juſtices conceived to be heinouſly finable by the Rules of the Common Law, either in 
the Kings Bench, or by the King and bu {ouncel;, or now ſince the 8 Ying vun din of 3 H. g. 
in the Star- Chamber. And the 1 ſeyerally declared how the 


difcon; 


Fl 


C-2.J 
- them, 3 intended it, and that he would ſpend the laſt drop of blood in his 
1 — — it 3 and prayed that before any of his Iſſue ſhould maintain 
* = your aal, and . Engliſh Pricefiinn will joyn with this Royal Pe- 


pre Petitioning His Majeſty, that this Partiament may effectually 
anuary next. In order to this, give me leave to obſcrve to you, 


* 0 
Ee that a great Reverence is due to the Unanimous op of all the 
Difference to be put between the Authority ;- pred Judg- 
ments, Feds ——— given, in Caſes depending before them, and their ſudden and ex- 
trajudicial Opinions. The Caſe of Ship-money it ſelf is not a better proof of this, than 
have now read, as you will eaſily ſee, if you conſider diſtinctly what they 


ſed to them, 
to the {ef it much concerns the Reverend Clergy 


the firſt 
thether t tier e init? and whether the King by his Proclams- 

e new” — 4 to Obedience under the penalty of 

˖ it be ſo, and ſhould t 7 70 ever ſuffer under the 
Aer eaſil y rid himſelf of ſuch obſtinate Hereticks, and 
r _—_ He will need only 

to o publiſh a — that Spirtle and Salt ſhould be uſed in Baptiſm, that Holy 
water ſhould be uſed, and 1 ſet up in Churches; and a few more ſuch things as 
heſt, and the buſineſs were lly done. But if 3 believe my Lord Ghief 


* - 1x. Cars: JoſticeCu eee that it bh agrecd by all udges upon Debate, Hill. 

: Ws age to Fat eb that it was reſolved oy the .whole Court 4 Common Pleas, Trin. Gt 

n obi, that the King cannot his Eccleſiaſtical Laws z and you may yy remem- 
| ee fince the Parliament d that he could not alter or ſuſpend them 

cg Ch Thave the uniform Q of all the Judges given upon great Deliberation, Mich. 4to 


me, if 1 ly that our Judges here were utterly miſtaken in the Anſwer 
7 gave to the ſecond Queſtion, I will not cite the numerous ſubſequent Au- 
3 man knows chat it is the conſtant practiſe of / Fſtainſter. Hal at 
t W 1 a Copy of Articles, where the Pro- 
e & 

ill Fate upon the Judges this day, as uſually there. was 
Ow 2 were very * te 5 og. two 
to t us go ta on Me oes princi= 

T theix Anſwer to the An Queſtion 
ejuſt ading it, and n cat to yon either the Doubt 
or the Soon of itz but one may be allowed ra ſay modeſtly, that it was a ſudden An- 
8 "Tis poſſible the Lords then preſent were we from: h inform'd, when they were 
6 — kind of Pectloning var — reaſon and Felony; but I dare 
That UN RESET ayer | in England would be the wiſer for 
they would be ded, and not know whether it were miſpriſion 
n et to Treaſon, or petty-Larceny, which ſeems 


ony. 

You will be apt to tell me that I miſtake my Lords the Judges, and they ſpoke not of 
the nature of the crime, but of che manger of the the puniſhment ; but this will mend the 
matter but littley for ſince the 8 of thaſe two Opens, is ſo very different, you 
are ſtill as much in the dark as ever, what theſe us. words mean. 

Well, but we will agree, that the Crime about which the Enquiry was made, was a 
very great one. When men arrive to ſuch inſolence, as to threaten their Prince, it will 
be but little excuſe to them to call their Anares by the ſoft and gentle name of Petitions. 

But you would know for what, and in what manner we are at preſent to Petition; 

15 C. 6. . and 1925 give — plain and an infallible Rule. It is the Statute 13. Car. 2 c. 3. 
5 c. that no perſon or perſons whatſoever ſhall ſolicite, labour, or pro- 
became f hands, or other conſent of any perſons above the number of Twenty, 
or or more, to any Petition, Complaint, Remonſtrance, Declaration, or other Adreſſes to 
or both, or either Houſes of Parliament, for alteration of watters eſtabliſhed 
by Law in Church or State, unleſs the mattet thereof have been firſt conſented to, and 
ordered by three or more Juſtices of the County, or by the major part of the Grand 
of the County, or Diviſion of the County, where the ſame matter ſhall ariſe at their 
pu 3 ter · Seſſionsʒ or ifarifing in London, by the Lord Mayor, 
Aldermen, and 


0 — — 
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ommon Council Aſſembled; and that no perſon or perſons 


what- 


— know i if I think t that the Reſolution of the Judges in this caſe ought 


rius did once obtain a Law to he made, that none ſhould Petition 
for Thirty but there never yet was found ſo abſurd a Statel 
. — nod not 3 I ei 6 by 
avourites, Who are near a if ſuch a right could en fro; people, 
all their falſe ſi ions and . | 
long be fafe in ſuch a condition. I will ſuppoſe a.m 


_—— ———— 
that 


ble 
Ts the Doctrine of our Church, that the Am of Sub- 


—_—-- 
tells Rob. 2 10. Wen- 


10 5 Mdernit 


L N 
ey 
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ene de ee That lt 
Aare to wake their en addre <5 to ey. by petitions and 


52 e 5 A and 


FProcl. dated xh were not in Parliament, nor reſtrained to par- 
e e FE —— but — — ſupjects would apply themſelves 
„ ee, torheutteraboliſhing of al thoſe brivere whiſperings and 

* eee his Ma jeſty any opportunity o ae 


of a fault ſerve to no other purpoſe bur to egy and blow 


Y 50 — 4'Houſe of br both ſpiritual rind temporal; nemine unt. 
e 5 chene to thoſe Lords who petitioned the Ring at Terk, to call a Parlia- 


i Declatation printed in the ſame year, declares his Royal will 


ae 05 Row — have ech e juſt cauſe do preſent or com- 
dreſs themſelves by their hum- 


Ys ho- — hn br hear their complaints. 
tion, the inhabitants of the ig Ber Bucks 
might not be over e 3 arid 
Ferry on — ſame occaſion. : 

ofe you do no | + doubt but 
2 Ar _ 1 ſee it has —— done 

Ie 3 «Ment Joh — . ountrey men join with you, 
2 ee ere th whole body of the Realm ; and ſince you fee, both | 
| Lawyers, by the Doctrine of our Church, and by the Detlara- 

ings; ; Thatiris our undoobted right to petition. Nothing can be more 

5 W of the Supplicants makes an innocent petition ah 

s of this publick concernment, a few only ſhould 

es be a thing im its ſelf ridiculous ; the end 

5 being to Him w general defires of His e, which 
un — How eim the complaints of the diffuſive body 


Joy ſon-in- petition'? for the perſonal application of 
| mnt * indeed — ye 


- Give me leave, ſince the Gaxerte runs ſo much in your wind, to tell you (as I may mo: 

WEED ſince the Statute ditects me) what anſwer the Judges would now give 

aff Caſe were put to them, as was put to the Judges 2 Fatobi. 

; at this day ( as the Pwricans then did ſhould ſollicitè 

the hands of we are io 7 — ſor we — the EX- 

—— againſt the t would not tell you 
an offene nent to Treaſon or Peloiiy, — — were * 
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: EE | wo few to be puniſhed ; but they would tell you plainly and 
'S = AN My, That if the hands of more perſons than twenty were ſollicited of procured 
r and the offenders were convicted upon the evidence of two or more 


WS. 3 ce tredible Witneſſes upon a proſecution in the Kings Bench, or at the Aſſizes or TO 

5 4 _ Seſſions, within ſix months, they would incur a penalty not exceeding a hundred * 

and three months impriſonment;becauſe their petition was to change a matter eftabliſht 

4 nh But Lam ſure you are a better Logician than not to ſee the difference which 

| ſuch a petition which is to alter a ithing eſtabliſht by Law; 
d an inne petition, That a Parliament may meet according to Law, 

0 in at time when the greateſt dangers hang over the King, the Church, and the State: 

8 1 


